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Configure send-only mailserver for
Systemmails

This guide shows how to install a send-only mailserver using postfix on Debian to automatically
send emails e.g. of unattended-upgrades or cron-jobs.

Postfix configuration

1. Install postfix and mailutils:
apt install postfix mailutils

2. Configure postfix as Internet site:

Postfix Configuration |

Flease select the mail server configuration type that best meets your needs.

Mo configuration:

Should be chosen to leawe the current fnnflqu'arznr wunchanged .
Internet site:

Mall s semt and received directly using SMTP.

Internet with sparthest:

Mail is received directly wsing SMTP or by running a wtility swch
as fetchmail. Outgoing mail is sent wsing a smarthost.

satellite system:

&l1l mail is sent to ancother machine, called & 'smarthost', for
delivery,

Local only:

The anly delivered mail is the mail for Local users. There is mo
netwark .

General mail configuration type:
Ro configuration
Internet Wwith smarthost

Catellite sysiten
Local anly

“0k= aCancals

Then enter the systemmail-name e.g. test.server.com:

I Postfix Contigurat Lon I
The 'mail name’ is the domain nome used to "qualify" _ALL_ mail
addresses without & domain name. This includes mail to and from <roots:
please do not make your machine send out mall from root@example.org

unless reot@example.org has told you to.

This name will also be used by other programs. It should be the single,
fully gualified domain name (FQDM).

Thus, if & maLl address on the local hest is Toofexample.org, the
correct value for this option would be example.org

System mall nane:

=0k =Cancel=

3. Verify correct host-file entry:
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It is important that the first DNS name of the local server (127.0.1.1) contains the domain,
otherwise some mail servers will reject the mails sent from this server because they can't verify the
domain. So in our case the /etc/hosts file should look like this:

If test would stand before test.server.comthe system mails could be rejected.

4. Test the configuration:

sudo echo "Postfix Send-Only Server" sudo mail -s "Postfix Testing"
address-where-the-mail-should-be-send-to

Set receiver address

The receiver addresses of the system mails are configured in /etc/aliases, the content can look
like this:

# See man 5 aliases for format

root: target-mail-address
postmaster: root
nobody: root
hostmaster: root
webmaster: root
wWww : root

After changing /etc/aliases, run the following command to update the aliases database:

newaliases

Configure crontab emails

If the receiver address is properly configured through the /etc/aliases file, just add MAILTO=root
to the top of each crontab file that should send emails.
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